Information for Parents and Students about the Individual Semester Art Project
Advanced II and beyond 3D Studio Art
Teacher: Mrs. Helen Zacek
The individual semester art project is a very big project that the student develops and works on throughout the semester. The art project is different for every student. Students have the opportunity to choose what their semester art project will be. There are, of course, restrictions and guidelines but overall the student chooses what subject they will focus on and what they will develop for this project. 

Some of the following are options for an Individual Semester Art Project that students have done in the past.
· Themed Visual Journal/Altered Book
· Themed Sketch Journal
· 2 Mixed Media Canvas Projects with a chosen theme
· Altered furniture, box, table, chair, picture frames, shoes……..
· Series of altered items like a series of small altered boxes
· Themed Pulp Sculptures
The important thing is that the student chooses a semester project that they will be able to be successful with and will enjoy. The Semester Art Project is a self-directed project but the teacher will help as much as possible throughout the design process. 
The teacher will not introduce a new skill to the student for this project. If a student is interested in taking on something that they have not been taught yet, then they are responsible for gaining the knowledge necessary to be successful on their own. At any point in time we will have a large variety of different projects and mediums going on all at once and that is why every student should choose a project and media that they are familiar with working in and can be self-directed. Students must be realistic with their goals for their own projects and that is why we spend time planning out these art projects.
How is it Graded?
You will see Phase 1, Phase 2, Phase 3, etc…… throughout the semester on the InfoNow online grade book. These are the phases or goals of completion for each step of the students individual art projects that the student set up. Each phase is worth 20 points. 

The student sets up and plans out what they will accomplish at each phase of the project. I grade according to what goals they have set for themselves and how well they accomplished them. I still grade the student according to the general classroom rubric, creativity, craftsmanship, and participation. Setting realistic goals of completion for each phase is key and this is also a useful skill in life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If there is ever a drop in your student’s grade in art, it is usually caused in part to lack of progress and development on their individually chosen Semester Art Project.  
Email me with any questions or concerns. Thank you. Helen Zacek-   hzacek@muncie.k12.in.us
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