The Visual Journal- Final Exam Project
Introduction to 2D Art and Drawing I
Teacher: Mrs. Zacek

The visual journal is a semester long project that requires the student to create “spreads” in a composition notebook which you may purchase from me. Each week they will create a spread that covers an assigned topic. For Drawing I students, they will be choosing their own theme for their journal and the topics that they will cover in that theme. Their challenge is to interpret the topic and create a composition that combines the use of multiple materials and media, imagery that represents the topic and text that describes the topic. The background and the imagery and the text are all part of the visual journal requirements. The student will be exposed to a variety of materials and artistic techniques along the way. Students will also be exposed to various ideas, current events, and cultural perspectives through their topics for the visual journal assignments. It is up to them to use the techniques we learn in class in their visual journal. This visual journal will be turned in weekly for a graded assignment and at the end of the semester as their final exam project. Students will not be able to earn a good grade in this class if they do not keep up on their visual journal entries.

We work in the visual journal for the first two weeks of school then we will work in then once a week and during any individual down time. Students should take their visual journals home to work on as needed. Students who do a good job with this project take their visual journals home to improve them throughout the semester.  This format is similar to a sketchbook project.
Goals:
· Students will be exposed to a variety of media.
· Students will use various materials to create.
· Students will develop their knowledge of the elements and principles of design.
· Students will be exposed to many different art techniques to create creative backgrounds.
· Students will be exposed to Graphic Design concepts of combining text and imagery in a visually interesting way.
· Students will develop their critical thinking and problem solving abilities.
· Students will learn about key topic words and ideas.
· Students will be exposed to current events and issues in our society.
· Students will be exposed to different cultural perspectives.
· Students will develop their knowledge of how to make a well-organized composition.
· Students will develop their appreciation of art and art related jobs.

Potential Topics – My Name is, Bio poem, Memory, Current events, My culture, Issues, Community, I wish, Change, Judgment, Opposites, Music, Attitude, Game of life, Mood, A look ahead, Appreciate, My favorites, Current event, Recipe, Confusion, Goals, Dedication, Difference, Confidence. Character, Free topic, Introduction, and Conclusion
How is this graded?
I grade according to the visual journal rubric. A student can earn up to 20 points per visual journal spread. Each point category is outlined in the rubric and your student should have this stapled into the back of their visual journal. Contact me if you need a copy or get it off of my teacher website. 
Email hzacek@delcomschools.org     teacher website- http://helenzacek.yolasite.com

I understand the importance of the visual journal project to earning a good grade in this class.
Parent / Guardian Signature                                                     Student Printed Name
